
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Women’s  History                                                                   Unit: 3 

Target Course/Grade Level: Eighth Grade                                            Timeline: 2
nd

 Marking Period 

Unit Summary:   

This unit of study will focus on the development of women in the 19
th

 century with a major focus on 

the reform movements that correlated with this period in time.  These progressive ideals include 

temperance, suffrage, abolition, literature as well as a push toward care for the mentally ill and 

prison reform.    

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills:   

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

-Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and global communication. 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

Unit Rationale:   

The American spirit was improved and revised during the reform movements.  During this time, 

more Americans fought for and made strides in gaining rights.  Suffragists, Temperance followers, 

Abolitionists and artists and writers improved the American culture.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards: 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape 

the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that 

reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 

global communities. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 

 The fundamental principles of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the 

United States government today. 

 Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, 

and the development of transportation systems increased regional tensions. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess the extent to 

which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans 

during this time period. 

6.1.8.D.4.b Explore efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during 

the Antebellum period. 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different 

groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How did reformers and writers inspire 

change and spark controversy? 

 How have the concepts of liberty and equality 

evolved? 

 Can a democracy not be democratic? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Even though there was less discrimination based 

on social class, discrimination based on sex and 

race grew worse beginning in the 1820’s. 

 Political and social reform in America in the 

1840’s was based on the ideals of liberty and 

equality expressed in the Declaration of     

Independence 

 Anti slavery advocates believed that only by 

ending slavery could the United States become 

truly democratic. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Discuss the sources, purposes, and functions of law and the importance of the rule of law for the 

preservation of individual rights and the common good. 

 Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society 

     preceding the Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and 

the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery. 

 Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period (e.g., 

abolitionists, the Second Great Awakening, the origins of the labor and women’s movements). 

 Explain the characteristics of political and social reform movements in the antebellum period in 

New Jersey, including the 1844 State Constitution, the temperance movement, the abolition 

movement, and the women’s rights movement. 

  Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

  Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

  Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

  Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and 

    computer-generated information. 

  Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or         

position in a written and/or oral format. 



Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

1. Create a PowerPoint on the differences between women of the 21
st
 century and the 19

th
 century 

2. Create a timeline about Women’s Suffrage 

3. Debate pro/anti suffrage, temperance movements 

4. Teach a lesson on history the way Horace Mann would have. 

 

 

Equipment needed:  Laptops/Computer Lab for students 

Teacher Instructional Resources:   

1. America:  History of Our Nation (2009) by Prentice Hall 

2. Databases through the OTS Library 

3. Internet resources 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic organizers 

 Section/Topic quizzes 

 Essays 

 Debate 

 Primary Source Analysis 

 Blog Responses 

 Homework Assignments 

 PowerPoints 

 

Integration of Technology: 

-Students will use databases and internet access to research about reform movements 

-Students will use Moviemaker, PowerPoint and other visual-making technology to report on 

 women in the 21
st
 century. 

-SMARTboard/Laptop 

 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

1. www.pbs.org 

2. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 

3. http://www.besthistorysites.net/USHistory.shtml 

4. http://www.educatingjane.com/Women/womenLP.htm 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1. Research about utopian communities 

2. Write key-terms on flashcards 

3. Draw a poster on a one room school house 

4. Pre/Post reading activities for greater comprehension 

5. Compare/Contrast the Declaration of Sentiments and the Declaration of Independence 

6. Write an editorial on the suffrage movement 

http://www.pbs.org/
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.besthistorysites.net/USHistory.shtml
http://www.educatingjane.com/Women/womenLP.htm


7. Graphic organizers for greater understanding of authors 

8. Create a pamphlet for Mount Holyoke, the first women’s seminary/college  

Teacher Notes: 

 


